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The O Antiphor\s are ancient poems which
claborate on the many names of Christ

found in Scripture.

T here is evidence theg were in existence

already at the turn of the sixth Century CE

Theg were used regularlg in liturgies
of evening prayer in

monasteries throughout the middle ages.

17 December: O Sapientia (O Wisdom)
i8 December: O Adonai (OLorab
19 December: O Radix Jcsse (OKOOL‘O)[J6556>
20 December: O Clavis David (OK@y O[M
21 December: O Oriens (ODaﬂspr/}vg>
22 December: O Rex (Gentium

(@, /</'ng of the Nations)
2% December: O Emmanuel

(O With (s is God)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adonai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree_of_Jesse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emmanuel

As |saiah had Prophesied:

o "Jhe sPirit of the | ord shall rest on him, the
sPirit of wisdom and undcrstanding, the sPirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledgc and
the fear of the | ord. [is c}c]ight shall be in the
fear of the | ord."|saiah 11:2-3


https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Isaiah#11:2

17 December: O Sapicntia (O Wisdom)

O Wisdom, coming forth
from the mouth of the Most
Figh

rcac/n’ng From one end to
the ot/nfr,

m{g/n‘//y and swecf[g
oro/cr/’ng all t/’whgs:

Comc and teach us the way
of Prua/ence.

/4 /Dat/wvay leads to an open BOOL ( the 5/5/6) which
with J65u5, the Messiah, [ncarnate VWord. is a source

of wisdom, still open to us toc/aﬂm


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisdom

As |saiah had Prophesicc}:

.but with righteousness he sha”juc’ge the poor,
and decide with ec]uitg forthe meek of the earth;
he shall strike the carth with the rod of his
mouth... Righteousness shall be the belt around
his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his
loins." (|saiah 1 1:4-5)
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https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Isaiah#11:4

18 December: O Adonai (D / ord)

O Adonai, and leader of the
[Fouse of [sracl,

who a/opcarca/ to Moses in the fire
of the burning bush

and gave him the law on Sina:
(_ome and redeem us with an

outstrctc/)ca/ arm.

Lightning strikes on the mountain
(Sinai) where the Lord’s power
and might is shown to the Peop]e

of |srael and to Moses, both in visible displag and in

the ten commandments.

Thc might of the | ord and of (God’s creation is often

seen in the Powchul movements of: nature.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adonai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord

As |saiah had Prophcsiec{:

e A shoot shall come out from the s‘cump oFJesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots." "On
that dag the root of Jesse shall stand s a signa]
to the Peoplcs; the nations shall inquire of him,
and his dwe”ing shall be glorious.” |saiah 11:1&10


https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Isaiah#11:10

19 Dcccmbcr: O Radix Jcssc
(O Koot ochsse)

O Koof of. Jcsse,

standing as a sign
among the PCOP/@SJ‘
betore gour kings will
shut their mouths,

to you the nations will
make their prayer:

(_ome and deliver us,
and c/c/aﬂ rno /O/gcr.

T he branch or stem that forms the Family tree from
Jesse (father of David) to Jesus is &epicted by atree
that in form becomes the face of humanitg. T his face
knows the c{espair of death, yet uitimateiy receives the
hght of redemption in the victor’s laurel wreath or
crown. | he victory is available to all branches of

humanitg that reach forit.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree_of_Jesse

As |saiah Prophesied:

o ] will Place on his shoulder the keg of the
house of David; he shall open, and no one
shall s}*sut; he shall shut, and no one shall
open.” [saiah 22:22


https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Isaiah#22:22

20 Dcccmbcr: O C]avis David (O /(ey

of David)
OK@ﬂ o[Dav/a’anc/

SCG/DiTC
of the / 7’ou56 of /sraeé
you open and
no one can 5/7ut;
you shut and

no one can open:
Comc and lead the

/or/isoncrs

from the PI‘[SOI’J house,
those who dwell in

C]@I‘LI’)CSS

and the shadow of death.

A keg rests above an open door as a beacon to walk
this life through danger and sorrow. The doorwa9 is a
clear opening bcgond which we leave behind the
difficulties and fears of this life. T he keg also suggests
saFetH in that the door can be locked against all dangcr.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David

As [saiah had /oro/oﬁcsiea’:

o 7 7_/76 /oco/o/c who walked in darkness have seen a
great //g/ﬁ, those who lived in a land of o/eelo
darkness—on them /{g/ﬁ has shined.” [saiah 9:2
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https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Isaiah#9:2

21 December:

O Orriens

(O Dagspnhg,)

O /\//om/ng 5tar,
splendour of light cternal
and sun of righteousness:

C ome and cn//"gﬁten
those who dwell in

a/anéncss

and the shadow of death.

“Dayspring” orthe rising
sun Brings ]ight to the darkness that overshadows
humanitg’s sin and cxpcricncc of death. So Jesus’
saving ]ight enters the world and drives away the clouds

that darken our lives.
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As [saiah had /oro/oﬁcsiea{'

. ”/S ora child has been born for us, a son g/vcn us;

aut/)or/’z,y rests upon his 5/70u/a/er5; and he /s

named Wonderful (_ounsellor, /\/Igﬁz,y (od,
I ver/asti}vg I at/ner; F rince of F cace.” [saiah 9:6
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https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Isaiah#9:6

22 December: O Rex Gentium (O King of
the N\ations)

O come desire of

nations b/na{

in one the hearts of
humankind,

bid all our sad divisions
cease,

3/70/56 [O/’ us our

Frince of Feace.

Two PCOP]C, be thcg

rePrcscntatives of

individua]s, groups, or
nations, turn their backs on one another. Hope for the
end to all conflict shines in the star above them, the
Frincc of Feacc, drawing all to be drawn togethcr in

one Love.
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|saiah had Prophesiec;:

o 7 7_/761'61[0/'6 the [ ord himself will give you a sign.
[ ook, the young womarn is with child and shall

bear a son, and shall name him Jmmanuel.” [saiah

14
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https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Isaiah#7:14
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Isaiah#7:14

2% Dcccrnber:
O E_mmanucl (O With ( ]s is God)

O I mmanucl our L/'ng

and our fa wgiver,

the /)Opc of the nations
and their Saviour:

Comc and save us, O
Lord our Goa{

A woman (]srael) sits
lonely and caPtive
behind barbed wire.
I~ mmanuel (hopc for
the future) is

rePresented in the star.

Al caPtivity, real or
imagined, can look to

the light of the starforits hoPe.

([ mmanuelmeans (God is with us).
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emmanuel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emmanuel

T hese banners were
designecl 59 | ianne Marsh
and created bg

Liarmc Mars}‘s and Barbara Bater

for the

Parish of St Mar9 Magdalene

in 2014

Theg have

helpec’ Parishioners live

the faith of our tradition ever since.
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