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Rector’s Message

This (s the reason that |,
Paul, am a prisoner for
Christ Jesus for the sake
of you gentiles, for surely
you have already heard of
the commission of God's
grace that was given me
for you, and how the mystery was made known
to me by revelation. ~ Ephesians 3. 1-3

Imagine a walled-enclosed town with some of
the oldest of buildings, some dating back
centuries. Streets are narrow, houses are built
close together, sometimes even sharing walls.
Often the only distinguishing feature between
one home and another is a painted door with a
distinctive brass door knocker. What lies behind
the door remains a mystery revealed only to
those who enter.

The door into one house might bring you into a
home with its own art gallery, a small swimming
pool in the open-air atrium and a dining room and
kitchen sheltered by the floor above but open to
the cooling air flow from the atrium. You’d never
guess what lay inside from what is visible from
the street.

| was reminded of this recently, in an email
communication | had with one of my former
professors from Vancouver School of Theology,
Richard G. Leggett, and how this is the sort of
scene that offers a glimpse of the world of the
writer of the Letter to the Ephesians experienced.
Indeed, with the ancient cities of the
Mediterranean, you had quite often narrow
streets with houses built close together or
adjoining. Only their doors opened out onto the
streets. Few if any had windows on the street-
side of the house. To know what lay inside, you
had to be invited in and then the plan, the design,
the quality of the house would become apparent.

The word “mystery” comes from mystérion, a
word in ancient Greek which has, as another
commentator has noted, “the concealed interior
plan of a house.” You explore a mystérion, you
delve into it, peeling away its layers like an
onion only to realize that sometimes the onion
is getting bigger not smaller.

The promise of the incarnation, the birth of
Emmanuel — God-with-Us — and Epiphany, is
that you and | are invited into the mystery, the
mysterion. With this, God’s interior desigh is nhot
always straightforward. Neither is it always
apparent from what appears on the street.

As individuals, and as a St Mary Magdalene faith
community, in these Seasons of Christmas and
Epiphany, we are once again invited into the
mystery/mystérion of the incarnation. Our
calendars turn from 2025 to 2026, and as we
undertake yet further journeys, who knows where
this will lead? Some say that God always has a
plan. I’'m not so sure. Others say that God never
gives us more than we can bear. That’s not part
of my understanding of how the Holy One
operates either. Instead, together, with God, what
| believe we are called to do is to keep on keeping
on. Nor just you in your small corner and | in mine,
but in community we discover. We discern. We
dialogue and share.

A prayer from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the
worship book of our sisters and brothers in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, offers an
anchor of sorts:

O God, you have called your servants to
ventures of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils
unknown.

Give us faith to go out with good courage,
not knowing where we go, but only that your
hand (s leading us and your love supporting
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

May the Holy One be with us, guiding us and
surprising us, as together we venture into this
new year.

The Rev'd Dr Paul Peters Derry
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Upcoming Dates to Remember

Sunday, January 11
Potluck Lunch and Discussion

Sunday, February 15
Annual General Meeting

Vestry Notes from December 16

Parishioners should have received a package of
information about the path that has led to the
building going up for sale this month (it was sent
with the bulletin for January 4/26). There will be
a Parish Potluck Lunch after service on January 11
to allow for fellowship and discussion on this
matter. Cathy Mondor will be our facilitator as
we review and decide what to do next:

¢ Rent with Church of the Good Shepherd
e Find a new location

e Disestablish the parish

e Other options

The first draft of the 2026 parish budget was
presented for discussion. The budget will be
finalized at the January Vestry meeting, and
then included in the package of reports for
the Annual General Meeting.

The Annual General Meeting will take place on
Sunday, February 15, 2026 at 12 pm. If you are
responsible for a ministry you will be asked to
submit a report about its 2025 activity in the
coming days, so please be prepared.

A new list of people checking messages left for
the church on weekends needs to be created for
the next 3-month period. Our office administrator

Jenny covers this important task during the week.

Please continue to consider how we as a parish
may offer support to the community through our
education sessions. Grief, PRIDE, Antiracism,
Disability, Mental Health, Wills, Funeral Planning,
What if | was hit by a bus and could not longer
communicate? — these are a just few ideas. Your
feedback is appreciated.

Faith in the Media

(Excerpt from a column by John Longhurst,
Winnipeg Free Press, 15/11/25)

Sixty years ago it was common for the media to
report about what was happening in religious
circles. That was also true even just 25 years ago,
when almost all daily Canadian newspapers had
faith pages and many had faith reporters.

Today, things are very different. In all of Canada,
only the Winnipeg Free Press still has a faith page.
And it is the only media outlet in the country
with a dedicated religion reporter.

The Free Press is where you could read about how
some Canadian evangelicals are deconstructing
their faith; how weekly attendance at religious
services has turned into occasional visits; and
how traditional forms of religious practice have
become obsolete for many people; and backstory
information about the election of the newest
pope — among other things.

Those stories and more have been featured in this
newspaper since 2019, when the Religion in the
News Project was created. Since then, over 900
hews stories about faith have appeared
throughout the paper, together with weekly
columns on the Faith page.

All of this has been made possible by the support
of 30 local faith groups, and through financial
support from individuals. (Check out the Faith
Page in every Saturday’s Free Press. For info on
making a donation you can go to:
winnipedfreepress.com/support-faith)

Three generations of our church family! Hope
Bettess with her granddaughter Alicia and her
daughter Faith, all long-time parish members.



St. Mary WMagdalene Chareh Calendar

January 2026 February 2026
4 Sun  Second Sunday of Christmas 1 Sun Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Eucharist 10:30 am Eucharist 10:30 am
11 Sun First Sunday after the Epiphany 8 Sun Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Eucharist 10:30 am Eucharist 10:30 am
Potluck Lunch and Discussion 12 pm
18 Sun Second Sunday after the Epiphany 15 Sun Last Sunday after the Epiphany
Eucharist 10:30 am Eucharist 10:30 am
Annual General Meeting (AGM) 12 pm
20 Tues Vestry Meeting 7 pm 18 Wed Ash Wednesday
25 Sun Third Sunday after the Epiphany 22 Sun First Sunday in Lent
Eucharist 10:30 am Eucharist 10:30 am

24 Tues Vestry Meeting 7 pm

weekly Activities
Movie Club Once a month Contact: Carey
Christian Meditation Thursday 7:30 pm online Contact: Barbara B

Choir Practice Sunday 9 am Contact: Nancy




