March 29, 2021
Dear Friends,
For a year now, we have been away from each other. For a year we have missed friendship in its old
shape – seeing each other in person. Seeing each other without a mask obscuring who we are. For a year
many of us have missed gathering in our church, our building, as God’s people.
It has been a strange year, and though I speak of it in the past, we are also aware that this time of
strangeness is not over. We still are living odd lives, in a sense. Solitary. More fearful than usual.
And yet this week, this Holy Week also comes. This is a time when we are reminded that Christ – though
in the form of God did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, something to be taken
advantage of – came and lived among us. Whatever our frailties and failings, the sicknesses of virus or
violence, Christ made himself available.
Jesus was born a little child. He no doubt had chubby little hands as he grew, and mischievous moments,
like all little kids – part of being human! He wandered off at the age of 12, we are told, to debate with
elders. Through the years of his ministry, he challenged the status quo, healed the sick, fed the hungry,
spoke of God and meaning to those with power and those without. And now, this week, those with
power seek to take back their power.
In the Empire, which was from Rome, challenge was not taken lightly, and Jesus had challenged it too
many times. Among his own people, as well, disagreements between those from here and there, those
from within this group and that, were magnified until disagreement and intrigue took centre stage. In
our world, too, hatred and violence have been amplified. People with power, it seems, seek too much of
the time to keep it – to the detriment of those without.
In a way, we know Holy Week is the story of how the powers won… abusing and mocking Jesus; but of
course not just him, countless others in that time and since. The powers do win – too often.
But we are reminded in Holy Week also of the holiness which is from God. The holiness, which breathes
over all creation. The Spirit which inspires God’s people to speak up for those in need. Jesus’ life which
could not be kept down by the violence of his time. The failings of Jesus’ friends and followers to
understand was met with forgiveness - forgiveness from Jesus himself, and from God.
There are so many ways to fail, but in this week of all others, we are reminded that Jesus, who lived his
life and gave his life, did so for the good of all the world. He did so with the intent that all God’s beloved
children, all of Jesus’ beloved brothers and sisters, would have a chance.
In the midst of our games of power and race and wealth, naming people as able or disabled, old or
young, Jesus’ intent this week is to make it all new. A new creation, breathing with hope and love,
breathing the joy of heaven on earth, the joy of humanity living as God intended, and forgiveness and
healing given in abundance…
So as we hear the struggle of this week, whether in Jesus’ time or our own, remember and wait also for
the joy of God’s gift... life which rises always beyond what would keep it down… life which rises in our
hearts and minds, life which rises beyond winter and hate, life which rises when we need it at the depth
of our being. At the end of this holy week we hear of that life: “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.”

Blessings to each of you in your lives and spirits. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
+ Val

